25X1

pp! For Release : CIA-RDP85T 10030-7

pp For Release : CIA-RDPS85T 10030-7



.$e4ﬂ”

5X1

25X1
Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85T00875R00070001@ 3t Fat
C 7zs/ CA 1o
N
Y
|
N
J
Cease-Fire Developments \g |
\\}‘.
%
DIA review(s) completed.
Secret
22 25X1
25 May 1973

Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000700010030-7




25X1 Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000700010030-7

Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000700010030-7



' 25X1
Approved F'lir Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000704’010030-7

Cease-Fire Developments
25X1

CONTENTS

25 May 1973

] [ ] [ ] L] L] [ ]

SOUTH VIETNAM . . . . . .+ + o &

The Lcomnunists' Delta Base of Operations
Hieu Criticizes PRG Hard-Liners

CAMBOD IA L ] [ ] L L] L ] L ] ] L] . L] - L

The Military Situation
A Hard Line

LAOS . . - » * * - . L L] . L] L] L)
The Military Situation

25X1

telease 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000700p10030-7

Approved For R




)

Approved For Relealse 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP85T00875R0Q0700010030-7 25X1

SOUTH VIETNAM

Tha Communioto' Delta Baoce of Opaerationa

The US dofense attache reports that Communist
strength in Chuong Thion Province has boon signifi-
cantly increcased. Governmont control is restricted
to tno arcas immediately surrounding tha district
and p:ovinca capitals. The Communists are imposing
heavy tazes throughout the province and are able to
enter freoly most of the province's hamlets and vil-
Jages. Thoy appoar to be establishing the province
as a basec of operations in the delta.

Since the start of the ccase-firec, most of
the military incidents initiated by the Communists
in the delta have been reported from Chuong Thien
Province. Come government officials view this
high level of action as a prelude to a Communist
campaign to capture the whole province., The de~
fense attache, on the other hand, speculates that
the Viet Cong will continue limited operations de~
signed to nibble away at the government's area of
control. He maintains that the Communists would
gain little by launching heavier military attacks
and might provoke a strong South Vietnamese retalia-
tion.

Chuong Thien is among the delta's least in-
havited provinces, but its central location and its
proximity to key Communist sanctuaries and supply
routes from Cambodia gives it a particular strategic
importance for the Communists. | |

Hieu Criticises PRG Hard-Liners 25X1

Nguyen Van Hieu, chief of the PRG's delegation
to the Paris bilateral talks, had some harsh words
for over-zealous PRG colleagues who publicly proclaim
the goal of installing a Communist regime in the
South. Speaking with Vietnamese sympethizers in
Paris, Hieu maintained that:
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~~thaso individuals do more harm than good and
should be prevented from pursuing such a lino.

’ --the majority of South Viotnamese ara opposed to
Communism and the PRG "doos not delude itsolf
that it can win the political struggle by advo-
cating Communism,"

--PRG tactics have undergone "considerable change"
in the past four months, taking groater account
of "realities."

lieu's remarks are consistent with the general
line that he established when he was first assigned
to Paris in order to present a moderate and con-
ciliatory image of the PRG. Hieu's madn. purpose in
speaking out against his hard line colleagues probably
was to counter the increased efforts of the GVN to win
over key figures in the Vietnamese exile community
in France. Hieu has recently expressed concern over
the apparent success of GVN overtures, possibly as a
result of pressure from Hanoi to maintain the politi-
cal offensive in this area.
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CAMBODIA

"he MLilitary Situaticn

Communist pressurc against the government base
at Neak Luong has cased somewhat. Small Communist
units continue to sheall and probe government posi-
tions on both sides of the Mekong River near Neak
Luong, and fighting continues at outposts around
Prey Veng City to the northeast. The ‘ambodian Navy
landed reinforcements and munitions at Neak Luong
yesterday and today government troops moved east
from the base to relieve a unit that had been iso-
lated on Route 1. | 25X1

25X1

A Hard Ling

An official in Sihanouk's "mission" in Paris
is touting recent Khmer Communist military gains
in Cambcdia as clear evidence that the Lon Nol gov-
ernment will eventually be forced to surrender. He
also claimed that the Communists are not interested
in negotiations at the present time, since they
would merely divide the country into zones controlled
by the two sides, and offer the Communists no real ad-
vantage. They would be premature because they prob-
ably would result in a coalition government--which
the Communists reject.

The official, a pro-Sihanouk nationalist, pre-
viously had indicated that he hoped the war cculd
be ended quickly and a coalition government formed
to prevent the Communists from consolidating and
expanding their power. His latest remarks reflect
his beiief that, since Sihancuk's trip to Cambodia,
Hanoi and Khmer Communist leaders have rocognized

- his role and authority as leader of the "resistance
25X1 movement. "
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LAOS

Thae Military Stituation

The number of clashes and skirmishes increased
slightly during the period 18-25 May. Military
activity remained at a very low level in the north but
picked up in the central panhandle where a month long
iull in the Muong Phalane area was brokan by company-
sized enemy attacks south of the town. Lao Army units
reported eremy-initiated skirmishea northwaest of Muong
Phalane and on both sides of the Mekong south of Pakse.
Lao Alr Force sorties rose from 20 during the previous

week to 48 in response to the increased ¢round activity.
25X1 |
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